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CANNABIS CONTROL BILL 2003 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.12 pm]:  Earlier I referred to a mental institution as a nuthouse.  It 
was not meant in that manner at all, and I apologise.  I do not think that I offended anyone.  I reflected on a 
woman named Margaret whose daughter was murdered 18 months ago by a person whom I called a nut.  I meant 
to say that he was admitted to a mental institution and subsequently nothing would be done about it.  I will 
rectify the terminology I used which, upon reflection, I did not think was appropriate.   

I listened to Hon Robin Chapple’s remarks during the second reading debate.  I cannot remember verbatim what 
he said, but he indicated that this Bill should be passed because everyone smokes cigarettes, which is legal, and 
everyone drinks, which is also legal.  However, because mistakes were made in the past and people are allowed 
to drink and smoke at the age of 18, that does not mean that we should allow people to consume other 
substances.  Parliaments, Police Forces, doctors and hospitals all have a duty of care.  We have a duty of care to 
the public when making legislation.  We must analyse the Bills before us and take the appropriate side according 
to what we think is right or wrong.   

As I said earlier, I am not a medical practitioner.  During my life I have had the opportunity many times to 
associate with people who have smoked dope, cannabis or marijuana.  Some 40 years ago no-one knew what 
M-A-R-I-J-U-A-N-A was, but it later became known as marijuana.  People with whom I have associated and 
have been to many parties with over the years have smoked dope.  I slur my words when I have had a few beers.  
After drinking too many beers people can vomit.  However, people can smoke as much dope as they want to 
until the cows come home and they fall over in an absolute stupor.  That can be done with alcohol, of course, but 
when people wake up with a hangover in the morning, they certainly do not want to have another drink.  I read 
an article in The West Australian on 12 May headed “Fact versus fiction”, which states - 

More people will use cannabis because possessing small quantities will be decriminalised.   
► Possibly.   

 . . .  

Smoking cannabis can lead to mental health problems. 
► True.   

Every major study shows a link between cannabis use and mental health problems.   

The point is that if cannabis is decriminalised, its use will increase and it will give people more opportunities to 
grow dope.  I read the Bill a couple of times.  An offence for possessing up to 15 grams will attract a $100 
infringement and the possession of between 15 and 30 grams will attract a $150 infringement.  I read the Bill 
further but I could not see any increased penalty for a second offence.  People could get caught weekly or even 
daily.  Although it would be expensive, the fine would remain at only $100 for each offence.  I had assumed that 
a first offence would attract a penalty of $100 and that the second and third offences would attract fines of $150 
and $200.  I would have thought that after a fourth offence the offender would be sent to get a psychiatric 
assessment because obviously he would have problems, firstly, for continuing to get caught and, secondly, for 
continuing to smoke dope.   

When a copper - sorry, Mr President, I meant a police officer; I keep thinking this is the English bobby show The 
Bill.  When a police officer eventually catches an offender with up to 15 grams of dope, will he pull out a set of 
scales from his pocket?  Must the offender stand and wait while the police officer weighs the cannabis?  The 
police officer could inform the offender that he has 16 grams.  The offender could plead not guilty when he gets 
his infringement notice and fight it in court.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  The offender could plead against that.   

If the offender did not have to appear in court until the hearing for his sixth offence, which could be six months 
down the track - members know how the system works - the offender could ask the judge to weigh the 16 grams 
of marijuana.  By that time it would have dried out and could weigh only 10 grams.  What would happen then?  
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich can laugh, but what would happen three or four months down the track?   

Hon Ken Travers:  The police would take it and record the weight for their records.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Of course, but the offender would want to see the evidence and weigh it in front of the 
judge so that he could make a calculated and correct assessment.  It is evidence and must be shown to the court.  



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 15 May 2003] 

 p7829a-7831a 
Hon Frank Hough 

 [2] 

The court is not shown only photographs of a knife that has been used in a stabbing.  The knife is brought to the 
court with the blood still on it.  This Bill has loopholes.  Do the police keep the drug or destroy it?   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  They destroy the drug.  It is easy to criticise - 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I am being constructively critical. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That is fine.  What is your solution?  Do you have a better way of dealing with it?   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I have.  I would whack users over the head with a baseball bat because I do not think 
people should smoke dope.  I think it should be discouraged.   

Hon Dee Margetts interjected.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Drugs are drugs.  The member cannot say one gram, 10 grams or 110 grams.  The point 
is that the laws are in place to be adhered to.  The fact that the honourable member likes dope does not mean it 
should be legal.   

Hon Jon Ford interjected.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Alcohol is legal for people over 18 years of age.  People raise the issue of smokes and 
alcohol.  Sir Walter Raleigh introduced us to smoking in the 1500s.  People drank wine before the time of Christ.  
They certainly did not smoke dope.  Raleigh obviously did not think the marijuana plants were worth picking 
because he picked the tobacco plants instead.  A packet of smokes clearly shows that smoking will kill.  That is a 
reasonable warning.  That warning will not be on the couple of marijuana plants a person will grow in the 
backyard.  Between 1987 and 1999 the South Australian laws allowed for a person to grow 10 plants.  A person 
could basically be a farmer in the middle of the city.  That amount was reduced to three plants in 1999, increased 
to 10 plants in 2000 - these people really had it right - and reduced back to three plants a few weeks later.  As of 
January 2002, a person may grow only one plant.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  South Australia has a lower rate of cannabis use than Western Australia.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  The member should show us the records.  She will get her opportunity to produce those 
when she presents the case for the nitwits who smoke dope.  She says that this will decriminalise it.  One of the 
easiest ways to control dope is to make the laws so tough that cannabis becomes very expensive to smoke.  In 
that way, when someone gets whacked, it will be so expensive that he will wake up to it.  A driver with a blood 
alcohol level of 0.08 loses his licence for three months.  On the next occasion, he will lose it for six months, then 
nine months and after that he will go to jail.  Only a few boofheads go through that process. 

Hon Peter Foss:  They would be pretty addicted to do so.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  This Bill will make it easy for people to grow a couple of plants.  I read an article in The 
West Australian of 30 April 2003 about a fellow who sells hydroponic equipment.  The article is headed 
“Cannabis laws will ruin me: retailer”, and states -  

Grant Mahy is threatening to quit work in the retail hydroponics industry because of cannabis law 
reforms that he says target legitimate retailers.   

Hon Peter Foss:  The biggest sellers of hydroponic equipment are police auctions.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  That would probably be the case.  

The cannabis that is available today has substantially increased levels of THC.  Who knows what cannabis will 
become as a result of genetic engineering?  In years to come, the THC levels will be incredible.  

Hon Dee Margetts:  Do you agree with the policy espoused by a One Nation candidate for the South 
Metropolitan Region that anyone caught smoking dope should be executed?   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Once again Hon Dee Margetts is grandstanding.  She knows that is totally and utterly 
ridiculous.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That was the policy.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  It was his personal policy.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  It was One Nation’s policy.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I am the national director, and that is absolute rubbish.   

The use of hydroponics to grow cannabis can result in a harvest yield of up to one kilogram, with four harvests a 
year.  This means that two plants grown hydroponically would yield eight kilograms of cannabis a year, five 
times the amount used by a person who smokes daily.  This eight kilograms of cannabis equates to 282 ounces 
with a street value of $84 600.  Why would someone who grows hydroponic cannabis and has a good crop that 
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harvests regularly want to work?  He could sit at home growing his hydroponic cannabis and selling the dope on 
the street.  There is no question that we have a responsibility to protect the people of Western Australia.  
Members of this Chamber should look at this Bill much more carefully.  Members say that this will free up the 
time of police officers because they will be able to issue infringement notices.  However, when things are made 
easy, people break the law.  If the law is tough, people become attuned to it and will not break it.  We will never 
stamp out the smoking of marijuana.  We will never cut out the use of drugs such as ecstasy.  My children tell 
me that the alcohol intake at some of these major parties is minimal or non-existent.  Probably the biggest intake 
of liquid at those parties is water because people use marijuana and ecstasy, and have a great time all night.  We 
have the ability to manufacture these things.  I do not think their use will diminish; it will become greater.  I 
listened to Hon Derrick Tomlinson speak yesterday about how people can learn from the Internet how to make 
drugs.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Hon Simon O’Brien detailed in his speech how to make crack.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Everything that is happening today is evolution.  Whoever believed man would go to 
the moon?   
Hon John Fischer interjected.   
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Hon Jim Scott’s web site showed how to make an atomic bomb.   

Despite that, it is a lot easier for someone to dig a hole at the back of his house and put in two plants.  He could 
also put in two plants each at the back of his mother’s place and mother-in-law’s place.  
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected.   
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  That is right; if they were caught.  Who would walk into a house belonging to a dear old 
grandmother and grandfather and ask if marijuana was growing there?  A Coffin Cheater who was also a lawyer 
lived next door to my unit in Victoria Park.  He had two Rottweilers running madly around his backyard.  I did 
not look over the fence - I was not curious enough to look over the fence - but the reason he had two Rottweilers 
in his backyard was that he had about 15 marijuana plants growing there.  I did not realise he had a marijuana 
crop.   
Hon Ken Travers:  How did you know if you did not look over the fence?   
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Because when someone jumped over my fence and got into his backyard and knocked 
off two of his plants and also knocked off half of my garden, he came and threatened to punch me out because he 
thought it was me!  How did I know!  I knew because I had a big bikie with tattoos standing outside my front 
door saying, “Come here you little pipsqueak!” and I said,  “Squeak!  Squeak!”  That is how I knew!  I then said, 
“What is your problem?”, and he said, “Someone has knocked off my plants.”  I said, “It certainly was not me.  I 
do not smoke.”  I found out at a later date that my daughter and her friends used to lean over the fence and 
harvest just the tops of the plants for him.  They were trimming them all the time and taking them away. 
Hon Ken Travers:  Is your daughter a criminal?   
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Yes!  After this speech I am going to dob her in!   
Debate interrupted, pursuant to sessional orders. 
 


